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Module Five

MODULE V: INTERPRETATION – SYMBOLISM & ALCHEMY

The Three Phases of the Great Work

Nigredo:  Blackness, putrefaction, the shadow, unconscious, the underworld. The fixed, or the
lead of the personality is dissolved into the volatility of the unconsciousness or underworld 
that is fraught with challenge as the personality meets the shadow. Symbols of the nigredo are 
always black – the raven, raven’s head, night, tombs, death, dark cloak, solar or lunar eclipse. 
Nigredo is ruled by Saturn.

Albido: Whiteness, the light that appears in the dark, the conquering of death, the revival of 
the king, the birth of Christ in winter. Albido is lunar in nature. It’s the feminine, the white 
queen. This is the awareness of the high self after eliminating the dross of negative, 
imbalanced thoughts. The light signifies the purified self. Clarity is here. 

Rubedo: Redness, the third and final phase. The whiteness must be coagulated, made fixed 
and stable, which becomes the red stone, the philosopher’s stone, the permanent divine self 
realized. 

Numbers

(from Tarot Card Meanings by Paul Foster Case)

0 – NO-THING: the undifferentiated Power preceding all manifestation, absence of quantity, 
quality of mass, freedom from every limitation, changelessness, the unknown, immeasurable, 
fathomless, infinite Source, the Rootless Root of all creation, the sacred ellipse representing 
the endless line of eternity, the Cosmic Egg, Superconsciousness

Tarot Card: The Fool

The equivalent of the 0 in the Tarot is the Fool card, which is associated with a type of brilliant
flash or emanation born of limitless light. According to Leigh J. McCloskey, it’s about divine 
potentiality, the creative primordial force of all probability prior to any manifestation. It is 
absolute potency. 
 
1 – BEGINNING: the first of the numeral series, because 0 stands for that which precedes all 
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manifestation and therefore is not properly included in the series, inception, initiative; the 
Primal Will; selection; unity; singleness; individuality; attention one-pointedness; 
concentration; the definite or manifest as contrasted with the indefinable Source, Self-
consciousness

Tarot Card: The Magus

The 1 card in the Tarot is the Magus and this card symbolizes originality, ideas, growth, 
expansion. He’s associated with the Egyptian god, Thoth, and the Greek god, Hermes. He 
translates the universal consciousness of the zero into a medium that the self – you and I – 
can perceive through. 
 
2 – DUPLICATION: repetition; Wisdom and Science; opposition’ polarity; antithesis; 
succession; sequence; continuation; diffusion; separation; radiation; secondariness; 
subordination; dependence; Subconscious

Tarot Card: The High Priestess

The Tarot card for the number 2 is the priestess and this card is associated with the moon. She
is the virginal womb through which all life flows through. She is the original mother. In the 
prior module where I was speaking to the numerical symbol of the cosmos, which is the 3 – 1 
is the father, 2 is the mother and 3 represents the child or the growth or expansion of the 
original pair. The high priestess awakens knowledge and memory of what would normally be 
hidden. 

3 – MULTIPLICATION: increase; growth; augmentation; expansion; amplification; 
productiveness; fecundity; generation; the response of subconsciousness to self-consciousness
in the generating of mental image, hence, understanding

Tarot Card: The Empress

Three in the Tarot is the Empress. She symbolizes mother nature, growth, fertility, beauty, 
expansion. So you can see a definite relationship between what she represents and the 
association of the number 3 that I just spoke to. 

4 – ORDER: system; regulation; management; supervision; control; authority; command; 
dominance; the classifying activity of self-consciousness; induced by the multiplication of 
mental images through the response of subconsciousness to impressions originating in self-
consciousness, the Cosmic Order considered as the underlying substance manifested in every 
form; Reason
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Tarot Card: The Emperor

Four in the Tarot is the Emperor and he stands for courage, leadership, pioneering spirit, 
intelligence, self-awareness. The Empress or the three is about potential in that it is growing 
and expanding. The Emperor is the initiator of that growth. He sets it into motion. This 
parallels nicely with the descriptions of the 4 of authority, command, management. This is not
about our current collective’s association with patriarchy, these are FORCES that have these 
association and in this case, the 4 takes command and gets things done. 

5 – MEDIATION: (an idea suggested by the fact that 5 is the middle term of the series of signs
from 1 to 9); adaptation; intervention; adjustment; hence; Justice; accommodation; 
reconciliation; result of the classifying activities symbolized by 4. Subconscious elaboration of 
these classifications, and the formation of deductions therefrom. These deductions, projected 
into the field of self-conscious awareness are the mental states termed intuitions

Tarot Card: The Heirophant

In the Tarot the 5th card is the Heirophant, which is the priest of the sacred mysteries. He 
holds a stable foundation. He connects the inmost qualities of being with the outward 
expressions of consciousness or form. He is the bridge between the inner self and the 
personality – thus the mediator. 

6 – RECIPROCATION: interchange; correlation; response; coordination; cooperation; 
correspondence; harmony; concord; equilibrium, symmetry, Beauty

Tarot Card: The Lovers

The equivalent in the Tarot deck is the LOVERS card, which is about communication, 
adjustment, adaptation and discrimination. It’s about the dynamic integration of the 
polarities of the conscious mind and the sub-conscious mind, which we know from alchemy 
are the masculine and feminine forces.

7 – EQUILIBRIUM: (the result of equilibration, the concrete application of the laws of 
symmetry and reciprocation), mastery, poise, rest, conquest, peace, safety, security, art, 
Victory

Tarot Card: The Chariot 

The 7th card of the Tarot is The Chariot, and that card is about endless transformation within 
all states of being and becoming while remaining always a stationary point of transcendent 
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unity. It’s about action but this is action that is guided by the wisdom of one’s true nature. So 
there is the example of equilibrium. It’s the WU WEI of actionless activity. 

8 – RHYTHM: periodicity; alternation; flux and reflux; pulsation; vibration; involution and 
evolution; education; culture; the response of subconsciousness to everything symbolized by 7

Tarot Card: Strength 

In the Tarot, the 8th card is the Strength card, which is about creative self-expression and 
power. This is the flux or pulsation of the 8. One attribution to the Strength card is the path 
where fire becomes light, suggesting a transmutation wherein the fire of cosmic mind is 
transformed into the informing light of consciousness within manifestation. That speaks to 
the 8’s association with education and culture – which is hopefully created through the 
inspiration of the cosmic mind that informs the conscious mind, which then informs through 
the creation of structures that reflect that. 

9 – CONCLUSION: (literally ‘closing together,’ which implies the union of elements that are 
separate until the conclusion is reached and has special reference to certain meaning attached 
to the number 9 through the Tarot Key bearing this number); goal end; completion; 
fulfillment; attainment; the final result of the process symbolized by the series of digits; 
perfection; adeptship; the mystical three times three of the Freemasons, and of other 
societies, which preserve some vestige of the ancient mysteries

Tarot Card: The Hermit 

The 9th card in the Tarot is the Hermit who represents the one who holds the primordial 
wisdom which has become known through his years of dedication, which are the 1-8. This 
card symbolizes skill, adeptship, power, beneficence, and inner freedom. 
 

Suggested Reading for Module V

Avalanche: Heretical Reflections on the Dark and the Light by Brugh Joy

Tarot Revisioned by Leigh J. McCloskey

The Emerald Tablets of Thoth by Dennis William Hauk 

Anatomy of the Psyche: Alchemical Symbolism in Psychotherapy by Edward F. Edinger
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